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Eve’s Bayou (Kasi Lemmons, 1997; 109 minutes)

Producer: Caldecot Chubb, Samuel L. Jackson

Writer: Kasi Lemmons

Editor: Terilyn Shropshire
Production Design: Jeffrey Howard
Cinematography: Amy Vincent
Original music: Terence Blanchard

Abstract (adapted from Amazon.com):

Actress Kasi Lemmons made an auspicious debut as a writer and director with this delicately handled drama, hailed by critic Roger Ebert as one of the best films of 1997. Eve's Bayou begins with ominous narration: "The summer I killed my father, I was 10 years old." But what really happened? From that point the story flashes back in time and memory to Louisiana in 1962, when a young girl named Eve (Jurnee Smollett) catches her adored but womanizing father (Samuel L. Jackson) with a woman other than her mother. Can Eve be certain about what she saw when there is always more than one interpretation of the facts? Less a mystery than a study of deeply rooted emotions rising to the surface to affect an entire family, the film has the quality of classic Southern Gothic literature, with layers of memory unfolding to reveal carefully guarded truths.
Cast:

Eve Batiste (Jurnee Smollett)
Cisely Batiste (Meagan Good)
Louis Batiste (Samuel L. Jackson)

Roz Batiste (Lynn Whitfield)
Mozelle Batiste Delacroix (Debbi Morgan)
Poe Batiste (Jake Smollett)
Gran Mere (Ethel Ayler)
Elzora (Diahann Carroll)
Julian Grayraven (Vondie Curtis-Hall)
Lenny Mereaux (Roger Guenveur Smith)
Matty Mereaux (Lisa Nicole Carson)
Harry (Branford Marsalis)
Henrietta (Afonda Colbert)
Lynette (Lola Dalferes)
Hosea (Marcus Lyle Brown)
Paige (Alverta Perkins Dunigan)
Vendor (Ron Flagge)
Hilary (Sharon K. London)
Madame Renard (Carol Sutton)
Stevie Hobbs (Victoria Rowell)
Bus Driver (Oneal A. Isaac)
Bartender (Julian Dalcour)
Maynard (Leonard L. Thomas)
Proprietor (Allen Toussaint)
Ghost of Original Eve (Billie Neal)
Narrator (Tamara Tunie)

Questions for Discussion:

1.  How does Lemmons experiment with the narrative format of Eve’s Bayou, and why? What are the effects for the spectator?

2.  How does Lemmons use a Black Film Aesthetic in Eve’s Bayou? How does it compare to the films of Micheaux, Blaxploitation, LA Rebellion films, and New Urban Realist films?
3.  How is the Black family represented in Eve’s Bayou? Find examples from the film to support your points.
4.  How does the 1960s Louisiana setting function in Eve’s Bayou? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
5.  How do race, gender, sexuality, and class intersect in Eve’s Bayou? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
6.  Why is Eve’s Bayou historically significant?
